
The digital language research landscape

07.10.2021 – Moritz Sommet: The digital language research landscape in multilingual Switzerland 1

in multilingual Switzerland

Dr. Moritz Sommet
Institute of Multilingualism / Research Centre on Multilingualism
Fribourg, Switzerland

Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Karte_Kantone_der_Schweiz_1996_ohne_Seen.png (CC BY-SA 3.0)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Karte_Kantone_der_Schweiz_1996_ohne_Seen.png


207.10.2021 – Moritz Sommet: The digital language research landscape in multilingual Switzerland



3

RCM National Network
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https://centre-multilingualism.chResearch Centre on Multilingualism

https://centre-multilingualism.ch/


Content
• Regional and national research institutions
 Individual research projects

• Digital research infrastructure
• National and international integration
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Regional and national research institutions
Higher education
• Universities (2 national, 10 cantonal)
• Universities of applied sciences (9 cantonal/regional)
• Universities of teacher education (17 cantonal/regional)
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Department of Computational Linguistics 
(Zurich University)
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https://www.cl.uzh.ch/
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Department of Computational Linguistics 
(Zurich University)
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https://www.cl.uzh.ch/

- Projects on Swiss 
multilingualism

- Projects on dialects in 
German-speaking
Switzerland
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Department of Computational Linguistics 
(Zurich University)
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https://noe-eva.github.io/NOAH-Corpus/

- Swiss German as a written language
- Natural language processing / POS tagging
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Department of Computational Linguistics 
(Zurich University)
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http://textberg.ch

- Parallel, multilingual corpus of two publication series by the SAC

07.10.2021 – Moritz Sommet: The digital language research landscape in multilingual Switzerland

http://textberg.ch/


IDIAP (Martigny)
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https://www.idiap.ch/en/
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IDIAP (Martigny)
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https://www.idiap.ch/en/

• Research groups on language & cognition, natural 
language understanding, signal processing for 
communication, speech & audio processing

• Co-financed by EPFL, University of Geneva, Canton 
Valais and Swisscom
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Regional and national research institutions
Research Centre on Multilingualism

• Language policy, language minorities, sociolinguistics
• Language acquisition, learning and teaching, testing and 

evaluation
• Web Portal on 

Multilingualism
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https://institute-multilingualism.ch
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Research Centre on Multilingualism
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Ongoing projects on language in the digital age
• Digital technology and vocabulary learning in 

vocational education 
• Digital translation tools in foreign language teaching 

and learning
• Swiss Learner Corpus SWIKO

• Digitization and the development of oral interaction 
skills

• WETLAND (further development and applications)
• Multilingualism in a health crisis

https://institut-plurilinguisme.ch/en/research
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Digital research infrastructure
Libraries and archives

Swiss Library Service Platform (SLSP)
• Project started in 2015
• National catalogue and network

for academic libraries launched
in late 2020

• Multilingual catalogue interface
• Consortium buys licenses

for scientic use
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https://www.slsp.ch
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Digital research infrastructure
Open Science / Open Data

• OLOS
• SwissUBase/FORSbase
• DaSCH
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Digital research infrastructure
Linguistic Research Infrastructure (LiRI)

• University of Zurich
• in development since 2017
• experimental and Big Data based 

language research
• laboratory facilities for linguistic research 
• technical infrastructure for the analysis 

of language and speech
• data services
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https://liri.uzh.ch
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CLARIN-CH
• Consortium founded in late 2020
• Universities of Zurich/Bern/Neuchâtel, Zurich University of 

Applied Sciences, and Swiss Academy of Humanities and 
Social Sciences (SAGW) as founding members

• Aims for observer status at CLARIN-EU
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DARIAH-CH
• Consortium founded in 2018
• Members: 7 Swiss universities and SAGW
• Observer status at DARIAH-EU since November 2020
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Conclusion
• Diverse and regionally differentiated

language research landscape
• Language research projects reflect this diversity
• «Multilingualism as a resource»
• Tendency towards greater national and 

international integration
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