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Motivation and Goals

making historical multilingualism in Austria
visible beyond constitutional recognition

shared European (linguistic) identity beyond the
ideological identification of language and the nation

(state)
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(Historical) Multilingualism in Austria

Southern Carinthia • Slovene

Burgenland • (Burgenland-)Croatian, Hungarian, Romanes 

Vienna • Czech, Slovak
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(Historical) Multilingualism in Austria

Marchfeld
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Motivation and Goals

linguistic impact of historical multilingualism
on (non-standard) varieties of German in Austria

reflection of language contact phenomena
in the data source (Wenker questionnaires)
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Area of Investigation – Marchfeld today
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History and Multilingualism

Houtzagers
(2008: 294–295)
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History and Multilingualism
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History and Multilingualism

time period process conditions

16th–17th

cent.
monolingualism

settlement of Croatian

speaking farmers in empty

villages

ca. 1770–

1850
bilingualism German sucessively

introduced via institutions

(church, schools)ca. 1850–

1900
assimilation

cf. Breu 1970
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History and Multilingualism

Loimersdorf • Limištrof
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History and Multilingualism
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History and Multilingualism



LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY IN CHANGE • AGNES KIM (08.10.2021)

Data sources → https://regionalsprache.de/

Wenker questionnaires
→ German linguistic atlas

(German empire: 1876–1887
Austria: 1926–1930)



LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY IN CHANGE • AGNES KIM (08.10.2021)

Data sources → https://regionalsprache.de/

Wenker sentences
3. Put coals into the oven to make the milk cook.

Sociolinguistic questions
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Middle High German /ei/

Middle High German Phoneme /ei/

Phoneme Graphemes

Standard Austrian German
(Luick 1996 [around 1900])

/a͜e/ <ei>, <ai>

Regiolect
(Vienna 1920; Kranzmayer 1953)

/aː/ <a>, <ā>

Local base dialect
(D.-Wagram; Pfalz 1910)

/ɔ ͜ɑ/ <oa>
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Middle High German /ei/
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WS07: Er ißt die Eier immer ohne Salz und Pfeffer.

WS15: Du hast heute am meisten gelernt und bist artig gewesen, Du darfst 
früher nach Hause gehn als die Andern.

WS17: Geh, sei so gut und sag Deiner Schwester, sie sollte die Kleider für 
eure Mutter fertig nähen und mit der Bürste rein machen.

WS19: Wer hat mir meinen Korb mit Fleisch gestohlen?

WS32: Habt ihr kein Stückchen weiße Seife für mich auf meinem Tische 
gefunden?

WS33: Sein Bruder will sich zwei schöne neue Häuser in eurem Garten 
bauen.

F6: heiß, nein

Middle High German /ei/
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Results I

The sociolinguistic questions on the Wenker
questionnaires do

not reflect historical Croatian-German 
multilingualism

but only contemporary multilingualism including
mainly West Slavic language. 
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Results I
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Results II

The sentences give weak evidence
for phonological influence of the

historical Croatian-German contact scenario.
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Results II

Engelhartstetten

Durscht germ. ‚Durst‘ engl. ‚thirst‘ →
Du.rascht

CVrCC #→ CV.raCC #

miad germ. ‚müde‘ engl ‚tired‘ →
mi.rad
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Results III
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Results III
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Results III

number of Croatian speakers in 1851

positively correlated
with progressive forms of mhg. /ei/ → a͜e-/-a:-

negatively correlated
with variation regarding mhg. /ei/
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Results III

number of speakers of other languages than German 
in 1880

positively correlated
with conservative forms of mhg. /ei/ → ɔ͜ɑ-/-ɔ͜ɑ-

negatively correlated
with progressive forms of mhg. /ei/ → a ͜e-/-a:-

negatively correlated
with variation regarding mhg. /ei/
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Results III

number of speakers of other languages than German 
in 1934

positively correlated
with variation regarding mhg. /ei/



Thank you!
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