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Population of Luxembourg in % 

54.51%	  

7.96%	  

3.51%	  
1.02%	  
2.28%	  

16.76%	  

6.34%	  
7.61%	  

Luxembourgers	   French	  

Belgian	   UK/Ireland	  

German	   Portuguese	  

Other	  different	  EU	  naKonaliKes	   Outside	  of	  EU	  naKonaliKes	  

Statec	  2018	  

Population: 602.000  

Luxembourgers: 313.800 

Foreigners: 288.200 



Daily Commuters  

French	  
51.75%	  

Belgian	  
24.21%	  

German	  
24.04%	  

2017:  
Total of daily commuters: 186.649 
•  French: 96.588 
•  Belgian: 45.179 
•  German: 44.882 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of April 2018:  
Total of daily commuters 194.972 
 
Predicition: mid 2019: Over 200.000 
estimated by Bastien Larue, du Statec 

Statec.lu	  



Law of the 24th february 1984 about the use of languages 
 

1st.National Language: The national language of luxembourgish citizens is 

luxembourgish.  

 

2nd. Language of Legislation. 

Legislative acts and their implementing regulations are drafted in French. Where 

legislative and regulatory acts are accompanied by a translation, only the French 

text is authentic. 

In the event that regulations not referred to in the preceding paragraph are issued 

by an organ of the State, municipalities or public institutions in a language other 

than French, only the text in the language used by this body is authentic. 
 

This article does not deviate from the provisions applicable to international 

conventions. 

 
 



3rd  In administrative, contentious or non-contentious matters, and in 

judicial matters, use may be made of the French, German or 

Luxembourgish, without prejudice to the special provisions concerning 

certain matters. 

4th:  Administrative requests 
 

Is a request written  in Luxembourgish, French or in German, the 

administration must use, as far as possible, the same language chosen 

by the applicant to answer.  

 

(Memorial A n° 1.6. Régime des Langues). 

 



MulKlingualism	  in	  Luxembourg	  
In 2017: Statec, the national statistics bureau, has found out that 85% 
of the population between 25 and 64 years can speak at least 3 
languages.  
This means 2/3 of the luxembourgish citizens.  
 
§  85% at least 3 languages 
§  13% at least 2 languages 
§  2% only 1 language 

	  



Luxembourgish as 
the main language 

(Statec, 2011) 



French as the 
main language 

(Statec, 2011) 



German as the 
main Language 

(Statec 2011) 



English as the 
main language 

(Statec, 2011) 



French	  

English	  

German	  Luxembourgish	  

Statec,	  2011	  



Study about the languages in the everyday 
life of Luxembourg 

•  TNS ILRES  (Research Center of Luxembourg) 

•  Research period:  23.1.2018 -  6. 2. 2018 

•  Method of collecting data: Online form  (64%) and phone (37%) 

•  1053 people 

–  60% Luxembourgers  and 40% non-Luxembourgers 

–  who were over 16 years at that time 



School	  

•  Young people aged 16 to 24 have the most language skills: 

•  94% of them speak Luxembourgish 

•  92% speak the three official languages (Lux, F, G) 

Credit goes to the Luxembourgish school system. School promotes 

Luxembourgish as language of integration and common language, and tries to 

strengthen the multilingualism. Most pupils who graduate from school speaks at 

least three languages: Luxembourgish, French and German.  



Linguistic Habits– luxembourgish in the everyday life (written and oral) 



Linguistic  habits – luxembourgish at work, professional contacts – 
written and oral 



Question: Which languages do you speak in general? 



Are you in control of this multilingualism lived between Luxembourgish, 
French and German, or does it occur problems for you? 



Does the luxembourgish need to be pushed?  



Which language should be the integration language in 
Luxembourg? 



4.984	  F	  	  
3.485	  L	  	  

1.919	  E	  	  
1.549	  G	  

NaKonal	  InsKtute	  of	  Languages	  



Evolution of the registration for language classes 
at the National Institute for Languages 

3449	  
3814	  

4756	  4964	   5020	  
5444	  

1591	   1544	   1647	  1885	   1939	   1873	  

2016	   2017	   2018	  

Luxembourgish	   French	   German	   English	  



Job	  search	  in	  Luxembourg	  
Financial	  Controller	  Job	  Offer	  



Secretary	  in	  an	  AccounKng	  Office	  Job	  Offer	  

Masseur	  Job	  Offer	  



Child	  Care	  educator	  



Public Transportation 



German	  

Luxembourgish	  

Den	  Tram	  fiert	  

I	  have	  found	  this	  sign	  
wri[en	  in	  German,	  French,	  
English,	  and	  Portuguese,	  
might	  be	  it	  exists	  	  in	  
Luxembourgish	  too	  





French	  

French	  /
German	  





English 

Luxembourgis
h 

French 



English	  
Luxembourgish/ German 
    in English: Ow! / 
Outch! 
    in French:  Aïe! Ouille! 



it can be German, 
Luxembourgish, 
English  



Everything is in 
Luxembourgish, unless «yo!» 
which exists in different youth 
slangs around the world in   



Doctors and Hospitals 



It depends of the matter. In this case you can choose 
between French or German or Portugueuse or English 



French	  
English	  
German	  
Portuguese	  



French	  and	  
Luxembourgish	  



French	  
Portuguese	  
English	  
Spanish	  
	  

Portuguese	  
French	  
English	  
German	  
	  

Seen	  at	  a	  doctor’s	  pracKce	  

Do	  not	  remove	  hand	  wash	  
papers	  in	  toilets	  



 
 

Restaurants 



Luxembourgish	  

French	  

Dutch	  

In	  a	  restaurant	  in	  the	  
North	  of	  
Luxembourg	  

French	  



Luxembourgish	  
French	  
English	  

French	  
Luxembourgish	  



Capital city of Luxembourg  
Home to 116.300 citizens 

French	  and	  Luxembourgish	  

Only	  in	  French	  





Luxembourgish streetart seen in the village of Kahler, 
Luxembourg 

Alain	  Welter,	  streetarKst	  

Slow 
down 



ATM	  –	  Cash	  machine	  



Login into the bank account 

Luxembourgish	   French	   German	   English	  

French	  



NaKonal	  InsKtute	  of	  Languages	  

French	  –	  English	  –	  German	  –	  Luxembourgish	  -‐	  
Portuguese	  



Post office – Pack up Station 

French 
Luxembourgish 
English 
Portuguese 
German 



Results 

•  Luxembourg is not anymore only a trilingual country in the 

everyday life, but multilingual.  

•  French is known by 98% of the population 

•  Luxembourgish should be the language of integretation and be 

more strengthened 

•  Besides the official languages French, German and 

Luxembourgish, two new languages seems to be important	  in	  

the	  everyday	  life:	  English	  and	  Portuguese 
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Thank you very much 
Villmools Merci 
Merci beaucoup 

Vielen Dank 
Muito obrigada! 

Dank u wel! 


